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and to represent these hardworking 
Americans who every single day are 
serving our Nation. 

f 

THE REPEAL OF OBAMACARE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. CONAWAY) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, 3 years 
ago, the Democrats told the American 
people that Congress had to pass the 
ObamaCare act so that we could learn 
what was in it. Well, 3 years later, we 
are just now learning what really is in 
the law and how it will cost American 
jobs and limit their health care 
choices. 

It is no surprise to me that the ad-
ministration has delayed the imple-
mentation of the employer mandate. 
Just as every honest observer said it 
would, ObamaCare is costing Ameri-
cans full-time jobs and hourly wages as 
employers prepare to comply with the 
new mandates spawned by this law. 

Later today, the House of Represent-
atives will vote to delay imposing 
ObamaCare’s crushing burdens on em-
ployers. For once, we agree with the 
President—this law cannot be imple-
mented without significantly harming 
our economy. We will also go one step 
further and delay these same burdens 
from falling on the backs of individuals 
as well. I don’t believe it is appropriate 
to protect one half of America from 
ObamaCare but not the other half. We 
will give American families the same 
reprieve from this law that the Obama 
administration is promising to employ-
ers. 

The two votes we are taking today 
are important steps toward repeal. All 
of the regulations required by this law 
are still not written. With every day 
that passes, a new regulation is an-
nounced, revealing just a little more of 
what this bill will actually do. Each 
rule and regulation mandates new 
costs for employers, more restrictions 
for the insureds, and ultimately hikes 
the cost of health insurance for Amer-
ican families. This law is not ready to 
be implemented. There are too many 
questions, too many inconsistencies, 
and too many complications. Despite 
the promises of the Democrat leader-
ship, the fact is that we still do not 
know what’s in it. 

Mr. Speaker, my constituents want 
to see this law repealed. I think it is 
bad policy, bad politics, and terrible 
for health care in America. I have sup-
ported every effort to end this law, and 
I will continue to support these efforts 
as long as I am in office. 

Fundamentally, I do not believe that 
this law will ever be ready; so next 
year, if the President has not worked 
with us to delay it or to replace it, I 
will be back to argue for additional 
delays on both the individual mandate 
and employer mandate. I will continue 
to demand that Congress and the Presi-
dent repeal this law and replace it with 
one that puts patients first, that allows 
new and innovative paths for care and 

coverage, and that does not put the 
government between patients and their 
doctors. 

f 

EFFECTS OF SEQUESTRATION ON 
FEDERAL COURT SYSTEM 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. CONNOLLY) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CONNOLLY. I was going to talk 
about sequestration—and I will, Mr. 
Speaker—but I’ve got to respond to my 
friend on what he calls ObamaCare. It 
does everything he says he wants it to 
do, and I will remind those critics of 
ObamaCare that the individual man-
date was a Republican idea; and far 
from putting government between pa-
tients and their doctors, it actually fa-
cilitates patients’ care directly with 
their doctors and their medical pro-
viders. 

Just 2 weeks ago, we celebrated our 
Nation’s independence, and it reminded 
us of the full panoply of American his-
tory. American history, especially at 
the Constitutional Convention, is all 
about parties coming together for the 
common good and compromising. 

The first great compromise created 
the United States Senate and the 
United States House of Representa-
tives, allowing proportional represen-
tation here to protect the interests of 
the bigger States, but equal represen-
tation in the other body to protect all 
of the States. That was the first great 
compromise. 

The second great compromise was be-
tween Thomas Jefferson and Alexander 
Hamilton. It involved the Federal debt 
and the location of the future Nation’s 
Capital. They had a dinner, and they 
compromised. Hamilton got what he 
wanted in the Federal debt, and Jeffer-
son got what he wanted in terms of the 
Nation’s Capital. It was all about com-
promise. That’s what we have to now 
remind ourselves of as we deal with the 
horrors of sequestration—yes, horrors. 

On July 5, the EPA, the Department 
of Housing and Urban Development, 
and the IRS completely shuttered their 
offices throughout the United States, 
furloughing 115,000 employees that day. 
It was the third such agency shutdown 
for those agencies. Last week, 680,000 
Department of Defense civilian em-
ployees began a one-day-a-week fur-
lough that will continue through the 
end of this fiscal year. 

For my colleagues who are so fond of 
saying, Let’s run government the way 
a business ought to be run, what busi-
ness would furlough 85 percent of its 
workforce one day a week for 3 
months? What CEO or chairman of the 
board would last one day advocating 
for that as a management practice? 
Yet my friends on the other side of the 
aisle think that’s perfectly fine in 
order to manage the Federal Govern-
ment. 

I recently met with the members of 
the Federal Bar Association, who high-
lighted yet another unforeseen cost of 
sequestration, and that has to do with 

$350 million of cuts in the judicial 
branch. 

Since July of 2011, spending cuts have 
forced the Federal court system to 
shed 10 percent of the total judicial 
staff through layoffs. Staffing of the 
court system is now at 2005 staffing 
levels, but the volume has only grown. 
Many Federal courts across the Nation 
plan now to close one day a week. 
Think about that. The American judi-
cial system is looking at possibly only 
operating 4 days a week because of the 
lack of resources due to sequestration. 
This will result in the slower proc-
essing of civil and bankruptcy cases, 
which will have a ripple effect on local 
economies for individuals and compa-
nies all across this country. Court se-
curity will be cut by 30 percent, and we 
can only ask ourselves rhetorically 
what could go wrong with that. Proba-
tion will be affected. 

These cuts will undermine our ability 
to fulfill the Sixth Amendment right of 
defendants to a speedy trial and rep-
resentation for the indigent. Cuts to 
the Federal Defender Services program 
will lead to attorneys being furloughed 
up to 15 days for the remainder of this 
fiscal year. The office already is under-
staffed after losing 113 employees be-
tween last fall and spring as a result of 
budget cuts. 

Mr. Speaker, the Judicial Conference 
of the United States recently called 
this situation an unprecedented fiscal 
crisis that will seriously compromise 
the constitutional mission of the 
United States courts—the same Con-
stitution that so many of my friends 
on the other side of the aisle proudly 
hold up and say they believe in. It’s 
just the latest in a string of what, I 
hope, are unintended consequences 
from sequestration and another reason 
we must act within the next month to 
resolve the situation and stop the 
mindless disinvestment in the impor-
tant functions of government. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 40 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

Reverend Robert Wagenseil, Calvary 
Episcopal Church, Indian Rocks Beach, 
Florida, offered the following prayer: 

God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob: 
thank You for the men and women who 
have been called to serve Your people 
in this House. 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 00:35 Jul 18, 2013 Jkt 029060 PO 00000 Frm 00005 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K17JY7.007 H17JYPT1pw
al

ke
r 

on
 D

S
K

7T
P

T
V

N
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-08-30T09:53:50-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




